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‘What is a typical working day for you?

‘We moved across country this past fall, so I've transitioned my routine
now that we are in California. Since moving to Montecito, I've spent time
exploring galleries on the West coast and cultivating relationships with
galleries and artists previously unknown to me. I follow exhibitions on
the East coast and abroad via email and spend much of any working day
looking at beautiful art. It really is my dream job!

‘What are some of your favorite places to discover new art/
artists?

Attending art fairs is a great way to see a large amount of art in varied
mediums and at multiple price points. Just getting out on the street and
visiting galleries is also a wonderful way to stay on top of the evolving
market. In recent years, I've found amazing artists through Instagram,
which in turn will lead me to a new gallery, which then leads me to
discover new artists previously unknown to me.

Has your advisory role changed the way you view interior
design?

In my opinion, interior design is its own art form, and I love working
in both spaces: design and fine art. I'd like to think Trove is uniquely
positiened to know how art and design converge so that they complement
each other. Interiors without art lack soul, and art alone in a white room
lacks purpose; together, they challenge the viewer, create a story, and leave
a lasting impact.
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SARAH CETRULO

Trove Art Advisory

Tell us how you got started and the path that led you to

art advisory. installation in

I worked at both Christie’s and then Sotheby’s auction house in New Rowayton includes
York for over ten years, and fell in love with the constantly evolving ;fOI;k b:'f’:?:d:z"
abin. fo:
world that surrounds art. The convergence of business and beauty cwum_cap?umd
is fascinating to me. I've collected art for as long as I can remember ‘S'L‘Z:;“sz her own

in whatever capacity I was able to, and after [ left the auction world,
friends asked me to find art for their own homes.

Soon I was collecting art for friends of friends, and Trove grew
organically from that space.

How does your process work with clients?

After I've seen the space the art will inhabit, I like to ask clients to
show me examples of art they're drawn to. It’s also helpful to know
how they want to interact with the art and its purpose. Based on my
‘measurements and our discussions, I'll source a number of options for
the client to review. Ideally, we can visit galleries together, experience
the art first-hand, and speak with the gallerists who represent those
artists. [n the end, it’s exhilarating to see an art placement in a home
or business that makes you stop and take notice.
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What is the best collecting advice you'd give to people just
starting out?

Try to expose yourself visually to as much art as possible. Visit
galleries, museums, and art openings. Ask questions. Notice how
the art makes you feel, and try to experience varied pieces in all
mediums, styles, and sizes. Ask more questions. Find an artist whose
work all at once challenges you and makes you smile, and try a piece
on approval in your home. If you can't let it go, then you know it’s
found its home.

Do you have a favorite project/piece to date?

All of them! I've never helped a client purchase a piece of art that
1 wouldn't gladly welcome into my own home. I fall in love with
certain pieces of art, and when the client does as well, it makes for a
wonderful collaboration.

Which artists are inspiring you these days?

It's easy to be inspired looking at art all day, but it’s hard to choose
favorites! As far as current exhibitions that caught my eye, I love the
work of Yulia Iesilzon on view now at Carvalho Park in Brooklyn.
Her large-scale canvases are an explosion of color and movement.
They are both whimsical and dramatic, extremely modern but with
ancient symbolism. I'd also love to add a piece by Christy Matson to
my personal collection. Her abstract textural weavings are incredible,
and she’s in a group show right now at Philip Martin Gallery in LA,
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above: A creative landscape from the mind of Kevin Paulsen. right: Vespers by Julian Jackson
found a home in Rowayton.
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above: A antique mirror provides a backdrop for this Mary
Didoardo painting in a Darien home. left: Donald Martiny
manipulates the paint for his pieces to capture a brushstroke's
movement, or in this case, to resemble a crashing wave.




